










 
 

To:  Representative Mel Ponder 

From:  Amanda Negron, Executive Director, HSU Educational Foundation 

     Christy Rowney, Director of Business Development, Rocky Bayou Christian School 

Date:  June 24, 2019 

Re:  Proposal for Non-public CTE Certification Pilot Program 

 

Background 

The funds associated with the Florida Career and Professional Education Act are currently not 

available to non-traditional learning entities. CAPE funds were designed to be used to build a 

partnership between local business and education communities, to expand and retain high-

value industry, and sustain a vibrant state economy. That need is ongoing and increasing.  

Private schools, homeschool, and non-traditional learning programs, just like public schools, 

have the ability to prepare students for technical career fields, but this cannot be done without 

the proper certifications. Training for these certifications require a funding source to defray 

some operating costs of the programs.  

Objective 

Create a pilot program which spans across Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, and Bay 

counties designed to inspire students seeking a technical career path and move them through 

the steps needed to be successful in education. The ultimate goal is step students through a 

technical career plan that results in a guaranteed job interview upon graduation.  

Structure  

CAPE Funds made available to all non-public schools would allow interested students to receive 

training and certifications in the technical fields. While the official program would begin in 6th 

grade, STEM coursework would be introduced to students as young as 2nd grade. 

“Imagine”- 6th and 7th grades 

A video would be created and shown to all students focusing on the need to dream BIG and 

giving them an overview of what the world has to offer in regards to certified skills in the STEM 

world. 

https://hsu-foundation.org/


 

An introductory STEM course would be offered that includes 1 class/month for a total of 4 

months (Jan-Apr) in the realm of: 

 CyberSecurity 

 Drone Operations 

 CAD/3D Printing 

 Robotics 

“Invest” – 8th and 9th grades 

Students are encouraged to try a variety of STEM classes at this phase. Students could choose 

to continue coursework in any of the previously addressed STEM areas or try a new class. The 

goal of this phase is that the student is starting to narrow down their area of interest.  

“Inspire”- 10th -12th grades  

This phase is where the magic happens. Students would select a specific area of interest and 

work towards a certificate. All courses would lead to an industry certification or college 

certificate. Ideally, most courses would result in both an industry certification and college 

certification through a partnership with a local college such as Northwest Florida State College. 

Other Information 

If approval is given for the expansion of entities able to use CAPE Funds, we would launch the 

pilot program with a plan to incorporate the use of the following, current CAPE certifications:  

 CERT1803-  Computing Fundamentals 

 CERT1804-  Key Applications 

 PROSO801- Database Essentials 

 PROSO802-  Gaming Essentials 

 PROSO208-  Cybersecurity Essentials 

 ADESK002- Autodesk Certified User 

 ADESK004- Autodesk Certified Inventor 

 CISCO003- Cisco Certified Entry Network Technician 

 CISCO004- Cisco Certified Network Professional 

 USINS001- Small UAS Safety Certification 

 

 

 

 



 

As the program continues to grow, the number of certifications offered will increase as well. In 

addition, we will be working with participating schools and local businesses to add other 

relevant certifications to the existing list.  

Next Step: Grant approval for CAPE Funds to be used by all non-public school entities to 

include private schools, homeschool students, and non-traditional learning centers. 

 

 




