


 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main 
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, 
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and 
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets 
by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and 
Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2018 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €12.2 billion and invested 
€1.4 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and 
became Industry leader of Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019. 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Leonardo to open helicopter support center near NAS Whiting Field if 

selected for US Navy’s Advanced Helicopter Training System TH-73 

 

 Comprehensive customer support center will service TH-119 helicopter fleet 

 

 Support center will create at least 40-50 local jobs in Northwest Florida 

 

 William Hunt, Leonardo Helicopters Philadelphia: “Leonardo continuously makes 

investments that bring the Company closer to its customers.  We hope to soon invest 

in Santa Rosa County.”  

 

Philadelphia, 25 September 2019 – Leonardo announced today that the Company will build a 

comprehensive customer support center adjacent to Naval Air Station Whiting Field in 

Northwest Florida’s Santa Rosa County if selected for the United States Navy’s  

Advanced Helicopter Training System TH-73. Leonardo is offering the Navy its purpose 

built, American made TH-119 IFR single engine helicopter to replace the Navy’s aging fleet 

of TH-57 training helicopters. The Navy is expected to make its selection for the 130 helicopter 

tender by the end of 2019.   

 

Leonardo’s planned support center will create at least 40-50 jobs adding to Northwest 

Florida’s robust aviation industry. Expanding customer support to enhance quality and 

proximity is a key part of Leonardo’s Industrial Plan.   

 

“Leonardo continuously makes investments that bring the Company closer to its customers.  We 

hope to soon invest in Santa Rosa County,” said William Hunt, Leonardo Helicopters 

Philadelphia. “The TH-119 helicopter is the ideal training platform for the Navy.  With this 

announcement, exceptional aircraft performance and superior maintenance go hand-in-hand.” 

 

If selected by the Navy, and in partnership with the Santa Rosa County Economic Development 

Office and Space Florida, Leonardo will construct an approximately 100,000 sq. ft. facility in 

Whiting Aviation Park, a 269-acre planned development adjacent to Naval Air Station Whiting 

Field, where all helicopter pilots for the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard are trained. 

Planned as a Part 145 Repair Station, the facility will provide 24/7 service including spare parts, 

warranty processing and renewal, technical and product engineering and component and 



 

 

 

 

 

airframe repair.  Through a limited-access use agreement between Santa Rosa County and the 

US Navy, tenants of Whiting Aviation Park will be able to use the Navy’s airfield facilities for 

efficient aircraft transfers which will reduce service time. 

 

“Santa Rosa County is honored to be working with Leonardo to continue to support the military 

mission at Whiting Field, bring quality jobs in aviation to Santa Rosa County, and fulfil years of 

planning to make Whiting Aviation Park a reality,” said Commissioner Don Salter.  

 

“Space Florida congratulates Leonardo on its selection of Santa Rosa County for its support 

center near Naval Air Station’s Whiting Field,” said Space Florida President and CEO Frank 

DiBello. “Utilizing Space Florida’s toolkit, Leonardo will contribute to an already thriving 

aerospace and aviation industry in Northwest Florida while also serving the needs of our 

nation’s military.” 

 

For more information, visit AdvancedHelicopterTrainer.com 
 


