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Walton County’s Population is about
83,000 today, in what decade did
Okaloosa have this population?



Answer 1

Waltodcouy

The 1960’s

Today
Okaloosa — 216,000
Walton — 83,304

Florida Census: 1840-2000 by County (usf.edu)
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How many municipalities does
Okaloosa have vs Walton?




Answer 2
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Okaloosa 9

Crestview - Destin - Fort Walton Beach - Laurel Hill - Mary Esther - Niceville - Valpar co Bayou - Shalimar

Walton — 3

DeFuniak Springs — Freeport — Paxton

Destin wasn’t formed until 1984
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How much of a labor force does
Okaloosa and Walton share?
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Walton Residents = Okaloosa: 5,804

Walton Employed in March 23: 34,839

Okaloosa Residents = Walton: 5,405

Okaloosa Employed in March 23: 103,176

Untitled (labormarketinfo.com)
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What place out of all 3,143 counties
in the US did Walton Rank in % of
Wealth Migration in 2020-20217



Answer 4
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The biggest percentage rise in income due to migration was in
Walton County in the Florida panhandle (+51.6%).

Gained Wealth From — 1991 to 2022

$374.10 million Fulton County, GA
$367.63 million Okaloosa County, FL
$115.12 million Cobb County, GA

$94.84 million Bay County, FL
$85.15 million Shelby County, TN

How the pandemic shifted America's geography of income (axios.com)
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From 2012 to 2022 which panhandle
city ranked 15t in % of growth in FL?
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Freeport-265.2%
Walton County Ranks 3™ at 45.7%

Freeport’s 2010 to 2020 Growth Rate Was 228%

TAMPA BAY TIMES: Here are Florida’s fastest growing cities and counties
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What rank did Walton County

Schools achieve in state by FLDOE in
22-237



Answer 6

:Cmnwlatinn:totiu:mﬁum staff, and all stakeh
GET ON and GO OH!

WCSD Again Ranks #3 in the State




Summary of Economic Development Strategies

Agriculture &
Ecotourism

*Promote Farm ta Table
Community

*Organize ecotourism
providers & Gain Gateway
Community status

Defense & Technology

«Align with Eglin, C-6
priorities

*Raise technology profile
and defense participation

Commercial &
Industrial Targets

*Target Industries aligned
with regional effarts and
capacity

*Promote skilled vocational
training to support region's
workforce needs

Read More About the Walton County Economic Development Alliance Strategic Plan

Functional Priorities

= Remove obstacles, Streamline
&L Create Incentives

»Branding and Quality of Life
Measures

«WCEDA Structure, Role and
Approach




Public Investment

NORTHWEST
FLORIDA

STATE COLLEGI




Private Investment
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Proposed Achieved

Staff: 3 Staff: 2-3

Est: $580,000 Est: $412,000
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+ $128,000 Over Last Year
(168,000) to Proposed Budget

+ 35,000 Committed from Private Sector
(S133,000) to Proposed Budget



EconomicDevelopment* Alliance

Uriah Matthews

Executive Director
Cell: 850-520-2498
Email: Uriah@wcedafl.com

Read more at
www.wcedafl.com




